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Chairodés Not es

Welcome to the spring 2012 edition of On the Spot, and a particularly
warm welcome to the members who have joined Butterfly Conservation
and the branch in the |l ast year!
membership has grown by a fantastic 12% during 2011! Your
membership and support makes a huge difference to what the branch
can do each year.

In 2011 the branch ran over 45 events, including butterfly walks, moth
nights, practical conservation days, school visits and talks to other
groups. We also had stalls at 9 public events including 2 days at the

Gl asgow Show, 2 days at O0Big on the
Garden Festival at Threave Castle, among others.
Int he | ast year wewell-atended butterfly and day- hr e e

flying moth identification workshops (May 2011, January 2012 and
March 2012) and three butterfly transect training days (April and May
2011 and March 2012) to encourage more butterfly and moth recording.
We hope to run more of these workshops during 2012 (see p35).

One of my 2011 highlights was
when the branch won the
Kindrogan Cup at Bultterfly

Day in October! Congratulations
to the winning team that
consisted of Scott Donaldson, Jo
Davis, Heather Young, Gerry
Mercer and Stella Armstrong.

They were kind enough to let me
collect the trophy from Barry
Prater, Chair of the East of
Collecting the Kindrogan Cup Scotland branch who won last
© Ronald MacLean year.

This edition of the On the Spot has a number of articles on marvellous
moths in SW Scotland and | hope these will encourage members to
attend one of our popular moth nights in 2012.

National Moth Night returns this year on the 21-23 June, and we hope to
have a number of moth events that weekend, or you could try hunting for
these fantastic creatures i n yomah
lights or other equipment; a bathroom window left open with the light on
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should attract a few passing moths, and searching flowers in your
garden at night with a torch can be surprisingly productive!

2011 was pretty mixed weather-wise, with a fantastic April, and then a
cold, wet and windy May and June. Despite this, it was a great year for
butterfly records, including 600 records that were sent in by new
recorders during the Big Butterfly Count alone!

There are | ots of grleaveitatthat butlovisteysu | nsi
all a great spring and summer, and | hope to see many of you at our
events or in the field watching butterflies and moths this year!

Scott Shanks, Chair and Butterfly Recorder

Glasgow & SW Scotland Branch Committee News

There have been a number of changes in the branch committee in the

last year, including our chairman Neil Gregory standing down in April

2011 after 4 and a half years in the driving seat. The committee would

like to express its gratitude to Neil for all his hard work and the fantastic

job heds done promoting Butterfly Cor
Scotland. The branch was considerably st r engt hened durin
chairmanship with an enlarged membership, the launch of the branch

website and the beginning of our Small Blue reintroduction project

among many other accomplishments. Neil will continue in his role as the

Moth Recorder for Ayrshire (VC75) and Inverclyde/Renfrewshire (VC76).

We wish him all the best for the future.

As a temporary measur e, | t oothkenexn t he
AGM. The AGM was held on the 21% of January 2012, when | was

voted in as branch Chair. The branch also has a new Treasurer, Mrs

Gillian Rae, and new Secretary, Joe Davis, who took over from Anne

and David Welham at the start of May 2011. The Committee wish to

thank Anne and David for all their hard work and dedication to the

branch over the years.

The current branch Committee consists of Scott Shanks, Chair and
Butterfly Recorder; Gillian Rae, Treasurer; Joe Davis, Secretary; Scott
Donaldson, Events & Sales Coordinator; Stephanie Holbein, Newsletter
Editor, plus committee members Richard Sutcliffe, Marianne Ward and
Paul Maplebrook. Contact details for the committee may be found at the
back of the newsletter and on the branch website. If you are interested in
coming along to a Committee meeting or joining the Committee please
get in touch (see contact details on p39)




Butterfly Identification Workshop (Saturday 7™ May 2011)

Glasgow & SW Scotland branch had a fantastic turnout of 44 people at
our spring Members day & ID workshop on the 7th of May in Glasgow.
Talks were given on butterfly identification by Richard Sutcliffe, followed
by a talk on 10 easily-recognised day-flying moth species by Scott
Shanks, and a talk by Neil Gregory on how to set up your own butterfly
monitoring transect .

Butterfly id workshop by Neil Gregory

Many thanks to the Glasgow Museums
Resource Centre (GMRC) & its staff
for use of this superb venue, and
| | access to their British butterfly and
@s moth collection. There have been a
number of new butterfly transects
started since the workshop, which is
fantastic!

Following on from the success of
this day, similar workshops will be held
at Eglinton Country Park, Kilwinning
on the 18" of March 2012, and again
L | at the GMRC in the 21% of April (see

'\ events page for details). We are
- particularly hoping to encourage
members and community groups to
. set up a butterfly transect in their local
= park or greenspace.




Third Butterfly Conservation Reserve for Scotland!

In March 2011 a new Scottish Butterfly Conservation Reserve was
created at Wester Moss, a lowland raised bog at Fallin, near Stirling.
The 30 hectare site is one of the best places in Scotland to see the
Large Heath butterfly (subspecies polydama), which is a bog specialist.
I t 6s c at eoniHialr lead oston frass. d

Wester Moss from Fallin bing © Scott Shanks

Wester Moss was already designated as a Site of Scientific Interest
(SSSI). Drainage channels installed in the past had dried out areas of
the bog allowing birch scrub and pine trees to invade and further dry out
the peat. With the help of Butterfly Conservation volunteers, the
Stirlingshire Ranger Service and students from Stirling University a great
deal of work was carried out in 2011, removing the invading trees and
installing dams to block the drainage channels, which has allowed some
previously dry areas of the bog to begin to recover.

A number of volunteer days at Wester Moss have already occurred
in 2012, with more planned for later in the year (see events page and
check the branch website for updates). A bioblitz held at Wester Moss
in 2011 uncovered a wealth of species living on the reserve including the
rare Bog sun-jumper spider (Heliophanus dampfi), which was previously
known from just 3 other places in the UK.

Wester Moss is situated next to a large colliery bing which is
covered with wildflowers in mid-summer, and hosts a good population of
Common Blues and Six-spot burnet moths. Large Heath can be seen
mid-June to mid-July.




Gl asgowds Butterfl.y Leafl et Renewed

The very popular -dBuwthgr fmoitdhs arnd Gd a)
has been reprinted with a few important changes to bring it up to date.

It is now an identification guide to 20
}m Butterflies and day- species of butterfly (instead of 19), with
czine flying moths of Glasgow the addition of the Holly Blue, which is
moving north and may reach Glasgow
soon. Have a look at the photo in the
leaflet and let us know if you find one, it
may be a first record for Glasgow if you
do! The Comma has finally been
recorded within the city boundary. The
Ringlet, which was described in the
original leaflet as a recent arrival in
Glasgow, is now a common species and
on some sites can be found in large
numbers.

It's amazing the difference a few years
make to our picture of Lepidoptera in the city, and a reminder why it is
important to keep recording and monitoring species as widely as
possible!

The new leaflet also promotes the Glasgow's Buzzing project,
which is a partnership between Glasgow City Council, Buglife and
Butterfly Conservation to create and maintain wildflower meadows for
the benefit of butterflies, moths and other invertebrates.

The oOoBuandeay-fll yiesg mot hs of Gl asgowd | e
from Butterfly Conservation Tel: 01786 447753 or e-mail:
Scotland@butterfly-conservation.org or from Glasgow City Council Tel:

0141 287 5665 or e-mail: carol.maclean@glasgow.gov.uk or
catherine.scott@glasgow.gov.uk

Robroyston Park Local Nature Reserve Butterfly Transect

Robroyston Park LNR in Glasgow has a rich mosaic of habitats, mainly
species-rich diverse grassland, marshy grassland, open wetlands and
woodland. The site is good for a variety of butterflies and moths,
including the locally uncommon Six-Spot Burnet moth.

To help monitor the species diversity and abundance, a butterfly
transect was set up last year, co-or di nated by one of
Countryside Rangers, Jimmy Huis. Jimmy organised volunteers to help
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walk the butterfly transect, and thanks to their good work, it produced
some interesting results.

Firstly it confirmed that butterflies
wonot fly I n wi ndy
overcast conditions! On more
promising transect days a variety
of common species were
recorded, including Large White,
Green-veined White, Orange-tip,
Small  Tortoiseshell Meadow
Brown and Peacock.

Common Blue - which despite
their name, are not very common
in the City, turned up in
reasonable numbers on the
species-rich grassland in the
south of the site. This was very
positive as the species has
declined in recent years and
appears to now be following a
national trend of returning
increased numbers in 2011.

Pair of Common blue © Scott Shanks

Ringlets were present in large numbers, for example 87 were counted
on one summer transect walk, in the diverse and marshy grasslands. It
is now resident in the City and yet five years ago was a newcomer to our
area. Robroyston Park is also a good site for Small Heath which can be
present in their hundreds in the grassland.

The results of the transect have confirmed both the value of the LNR for
butterflies. We are already managing large plots of grassland as
meadows by cutting regimes and wildflower planting. The transect
results in future years will help to tailor the management for the best
results, which will not only benefit butterfies and moths but other
invertebrates too.

Glasgow currently has active butterfly transects running at Hurlet
Hill, Commonhead Moss, Garscube Colliery and Nitshill in addition to
Robroyston. We are really keen to get more volunteers to help for all
these sites and to set up a new transect at Hogganfield Park LNR, which
has a good variety of suitable habitats and is sure to produce some
fantastic results. But we need your help!

If you would like to get involved, please contact Helen Simmons,
our Community Engagement Officer on 0141 287 5087 or email:
helen.simmons@glasgow.gov.uk.

Carol Maclean, Glasgow City Council




New Butterfly Transect T David Livingstone Centre

Nestled on the bank of the river Clydeandast oneds throw fror
woods, the David Livingstone Centre in Blantyre is a haven for many
different species of wildlife from badgers to butterflies. It was the
birthplace of David Livingstone in 1813 and is now a museum dedicated
to his life and work. But the David Livingstone Centre is better known to
me as the birthplace of my interest in butterflies and moths. After
volunteering for only 1 week, the manager at the time sent me to a
butterfly ID course run by Butterfly Conservation (7" May 2011).
As | sat there wondering how | was ever going to get the hang of this
butterfly i1dentification thing, I cou
beauty and diversity of the species of moths and butterflies that this
country has to offer. After a few talks and the all important coffee break, |
was ready to take on the challenge of walking the new David Livingstone
Centre transect.

Stuart Whittaker and Stuart Bence had already been walking the

transect for a few weeks before | took over and had seen many species
of great interest. Our transect incorporated many different habitats from
open grassland, to formal garden and wooded areas, so we held high
hopes for some important species to turn up, and were excited at the
prospect of the Painted Ladies returning for another season. It was soon
my turn to take the reins and | did so apprehensively. What if this was
harder than it looked? But with the help of the Stuarts and armed with an
ID sheet, | breezed through my first walk!
In the weeks that followed, the weather was miserable at best and there
were very few sightings on my weekly walks, but on favourable days the
butterflies turned up in their numbers to grace my path with their
presence. We recorded the more common species including Large and
Small whites, Small Tortoiseshells, Orange Tips and Small Coppers. To
our dismay there were no Painted Ladies this year, however, we were
amazed when Comma butterflies turned up to grace the David
Livingstone Centre for the first time! Even Butterfly Conservation
Committee members turned up to take photographs of the local
celebrities! We were excited to say the least. The recurring visits from
the Commas prompted us to look into the history of butterfly records
from our site and discovered just how significant our new transect was!
Full details can be found in the species table below.

David Livingstone Centre Species Table 2011

Species Last Recorded in Area (1km square: NS6958)
Small Tortoiseshell May 2000

Orange-Tip April 2009

Ringlet 1876!

Peacock April 2009




Small Copper New Record
Meadow Brown New Record
Large White New Record
Small White May 1995

Comma New Record
Red Admiral New Record

As you can see, a lot of new records for this area were made in 2011
and there had been no records of ringlets since 1876! Most of our
butterflies were found in the formal garden area of the transect that was
planted by the gardeners, and the Commas loved the Buddleia!

'Red Admlral © Stephanie Holbeln

Comma at DLC © Stephame Holbeln

We are hoping that the butterfly species seen in 2011 will return this
year in greater numbers and with continued conservation work, hopefully
we will see even more new species!

Stephanie Holbein

Insect Photographic Competition for
National Insect Week!

.N»«TIO NAL

As a celebration of National Insect Week
(25" June i 1% July), Forestry
Celebrating Greaf an«sh Insects Commission Scotland are organising an
insect photography competition. The entries will be displayed at the
David Marshall Lodge Visitor Centre, Aberfoyle during this week and the
winners will be announced on Saturday 30th June.

Instructions for Entry

There are three categories:- Digital photographs of insects taken by
persons aged 12 and under, aged 13-17 and over 17 years. Only one
insect photograph per person is allowed and the photograph must be
taken within the British Isles during 2012. The entrant must be the
person who took the photograph and owns the copyright.




Submit photographs by to cowal.trossachs.fd@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
no later than 15™ June 2012, with your name, age (if under 18),
address, a contact telephone number and a title or brief
description.

By entering your photograph in the Competition, you grant the
Competition organisers a free non-exclusive license to use the image in
their corporate promotion, publicity and publications, and in any
promotional material connected to this competition. However, the
copyright remains with you as the photographer, and your name as the
photographer will i wherever possible i be credited if the image is used.
The competition will be judged by Craig Macadam from Buglife and the
Trossachs based photographer, Phil Crowder.

The two prizes for under 180s eatingl | be
equipmentand guides. The adult prize wil/l be O0Th
Soci ety Book of British I nsectsd6 and &

related organisation up to the value of £30.00.

Note photographs submitted for the Competition should feature Insects
(butterflies, moths, caterpillars, dragonflies, flies, beetles, bugs, ants, bees,
wasps etc). Other invertebrates which are NOT insects include: spiders,
woodlice, millipedes, centipedes, snails, crabs and lobsters.

Support Butterfly Conservation with a Fleece or T-Shirt

Last year saw the production of the branches first set of high quality
clothing items. The rationale behind these items was mainly to promote
the charity while raising funds for the branch. All of the clothing is Fruit
of the Loom branded and carries the Butterfly Conservation Scotland
Logo. The items of clothing available include polo shirts, long-sleeved
polo shirts, sweatshirts and full-zip fleeces but there is the opportunity to
have any item of clothing made up with the logo if you wish something a
little different!

For further information and prices please contact Scott Donaldson via
email at BCS_clothing@hotmail.co.uk.

Mountain Ringlet Surveys 2011 . -

During 2011 Scottish Natural Heritage
funded survey work for the Mountain Ringlet
to build on the data collected during 2008
and 2009 when 221 1 km squares were
surveyed and Mountain Ringlet was found in A
144 (65%) of them. Seventy-two of the Mountain Ringlet © Jim Asher
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2008/2009 1 km squares were new for Mountain Ringlet and a total of
2274 individuals recorded.

One hundred and forty-two 1 km squares were surveyed during late
June/July 2011 and mountain ringlet was found in 50 (35%) of these
squares. Twenty-four of these squares were new for Mountain Ringlet
(Figure 1). This increases the number of 1 km squares with Mountain
Ringlet in Scotland from 302 in 2009 to 326 (8% increase). Most of these
new 1 km squares were adjacent to squares with historical Mountain
Ringlet records but a few were from mountains with no previous records.
Up to 2009, Mountain Ringlet was known from 53 10 km squares and
one new 10 km squares was gained in 2011: NN23.
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Figure 1 Distribution of 1 km squares with mountain ringlet in Scotland.

During 2011, 587 Mountain Ringlet were recorded by the author and a
further 274 by volunteers giving a grand total of 861 Mountain Ringlet. A
Geographical Positioning System (GPS) device was used to record the
location and altitude of 599 Mountain Ringlet observations. The mean
altitude where the butterfly was seen was 704 m which is similar to the
comparative statistics of 684 and 675 m in 2008 and 2009 respectively.
The lowest altitude was 409 m and the highest was 978 m with 95%
occurring between 516 and 891 m (pooled 2008 and 2009 data: 95%
occurred between 460 and 902 m). The altitude range of the data in
2011 was 569 m compared with 568 and 576 m in 2008 and 2009
respectively.




During the 2008/2009 survey, a scoring system was devised to measure
the quality of Mountain Ringlet habitat in a 1 km square using
measurements of aspect, and altitude, the extent of mat-grass (Nardus
stricta, the larval foodplant) swards, the abundance of five different
nectar plants and the presence/absence of sheep grazing. High scores
(maximum of 20) indicate herb-rich Nardus grassland which is ideal the
habitat of Mountain Ringlet. Scores were obtained for 173 different 1 km
squares in 2009 and scores for a further 130 1 km squares were
obtained in 2011.

A major issue with Mountain Ringlet is that temperatures in the
mountains are frequently below 13 °C which is the low-temperature
threshold for butterfly flight. Weather conditions were unfavourable for
butterfly flight on 10 of the 17 survey days in 2011 resulting in none, one
or just a few Mountain Ringlet being found on these days. However,
habitat data was recorded even in poor weather, providing useful data
on the probability of these squares being occupied by Mountain Ringlet.

Mountain Ringlet habitat data collected during 2011 has helped increase
the known distribution of herb-rich Nardus grassland on all mountains
surveyed in both 2009 and 2011. The table below summarises the
survey data obtained on ten mountains in 2011.

1 km squares surveyed for Mountain Ringlet in 2011

with with

previous with MR new for High*
Mountains No. MRrecord in 2011 MR Scores
Beinn Fhionnlaidh, Glen Creran 5 5 3 0 0
Stob Ghabhar, Rannoch Moor 7 5 5 3 4
Beinn Donachain, Glen Orchy 6 1 2 1 0
Beinn a Chreachain/Beinn Achaladair 15 3 3 2 8
Beinn an Dothaid/Beinn Dorain 7 1 0 0 4
Beinn Chleibh, Tyndrum 7 3 0 0 4
Sgiath Chuil, Glen Dochart 11 1 8 7 7
Sron a Choire Chnapanich/An Grianan 8 5 5 2 6
Meall na Aighean, Glen Lyon 8 2 2 2 5
Sgurr Choinnich Beag/Mor, Mamores 8 7 3 0 1

*Habitat Score 15 or more out of a maximum of 20

The habitat scores for a total of 303 1 km squares in Scotland indicate
that vast areas of herb-rich Nardus grassland are present in the
mountainous areas of Scotland. It is likely that further areas of suitable
habitat still remains to be discovered in the mountains of west and
central Scotland. Mountain ringlet is undoubtedly still very under-
recorded in Scotland.




One exciting result in 2011 was the discovery of herb-rich Nardus
grassland on Beinn Bhan, Glen Loy which is just to the north of the
Great Glen. There are currently no Mountain Ringlet records north of the
Great Glen and unfortunately the weather was poor when Beinn Bhan
was visited and no mountain ringlet was found. However, the presence
of suitable habitat on this mountain would suggest that other mountains
to the north of the Great Glen may also have suitable habitat and that
Mountain Ringlet may be present here. More survey work in this area is
a priority for volunteer effort in 2012.

Many thanks are due to Zoe Clelland who used part of her RSPB
sabbatical in 2011 to participate in mountain ringlet surveys. And the
efforts of other volunteers are also gratefully acknowledged.

Andrew Masterman

Results from 16 Wider Countryside Butterfly sites in 2011

Funding was provided by Scottish Natural Heritage for @ider
Countryside Butterfly Surveysdin 85 1 km squares in Scotland during
July/August 2011. | surveyed a total of 16 1 km squares across the
branch area and the following is a summary of the results.

The map below shows that the 16 1 km squares were widely scattered
across the branch area with squares near Helensburgh and Stirling in
the north and four squares near the Solway coast in the south. And there
was one square on the Isle of Bute just south of Rothesay. The sites are
colour-coded to reflect species richness and the total number of
butterflies recorded over the two visits appears after the square name:
species richness and butterfly totals in some cases include butterflies
recorded in the square but not along the transect route.

The most important features to note are:

Three of the six most species-rich squares occurred near the Solway
coast as you might expect, and this mainly owed to the Wall being
present in three of the four Solway coast squares.

The most species rich square was Port Logan with a modest total of
eight. This was the only square to contain Common Blue and Painted
Lady i despite having a total count of only 18 butterflies. Three squares
with seven species each occurred further north at Stirling, Kilmarnock
and Carstairs.

Four squares shared the lowest species richness of just 4, three of these
being in the NW of the branch area and the fourth being New Cumnock.




The square with the highest total of butterflies (102) was at Gatehouse
of Fleet where lots of Scotch Argus were found: this species was only
found in one other square, New Cumnock, and both these 1 km squares
were new for Scotch Argus although there are records for nearby sites.
The square with the lowest total of butterflies (8) was Cumbernauld, but
this square nevertheless had six species.

Distribution of the 16 WCBS squares, species richness and the total number of
butterflies recorded (number after square name).

A total of 15 butterfly species was recorded over the two visits to the 16
squares. The table below shows the percentage occupancy of the 16
squares for each species. The main points to note are:

Green-veined White and Meadow Brown occurred in all 16 squares with
Ringlet and Small Tortoiseshell also having a high level of occupancy.
Small Heath, a species that is declining at the UK level, and is
designated a UK BAP (research only) species, was found in 50% of
squares, which is a good result. The migrant, Red Admiral, was quite
abundant being present in 44% of squares. Seven species (46% of the
15 species total) were only found in one or two squares but it was
nevertheless very pleasing to come across them during the limited time
spent in each square.

Overall, these results are positive as they show that the common
species are abundant in these randomly selected 1 km squares in




