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Welcome to On the Spot 2014 ï the Glasgow & SW 
Scotland branch magazine. 

 
Welcome to the spring 2014 edition of On the Spot, and a very warm 
welcome to all the new members who have joined Butterfly Conservation 
and the branch in the last year! Once again the branch has grown in 
size, with an amazing 10% increase in new members during 2013!  
 
2013 was a year of lots of changes. This change came in many forms; 
the weather, butterfly distributions, new moth species cropping up in new 
areas within the branch, increases in branch membership and changes 
in the Branch Committee. 
 
This year we have to sadly say cheerio but also a huge thank you to 
Scott Shanks who stood down as Chair after 3 years.  Scott got involved 
in Butterfly Conservation in 2008 after volunteering as a recorder with 
the Biodiversity in Glasgow (BiG) project.  He quickly joined the 
committee and became a Jack of all trades.  Scott has been the Branch 
Butterfly Record coordinator, webmaster and newsletter editor.  Scott 
has also been instrumental in setting up the Small Blue reintroduction 
project in Ayrshire.  
Scott passed the baton to Paul Mapplebeck at our AGM in January.  
Paul has been our branch Secretary for the last year and we now wish 
him all the best in taking over the reins. 
 
2013 was one of the busiest and most productive years for the branch 
ever!  During the year we ran and attended more public events, butterfly 
walks, moth nights, school visits, talks to other organisations and clubs, 
identification training days etc than weôve ever ran before- over 75, 
which is almost double the number we ran in 2012!   
Our branch Eventôs Coordinator Scott Donaldson has done a fantastic 
job organising displays, activities and volunteers to help at big events 
such as the Glasgow Show.   
 
This edition of On the Spot is packed with great stories including new 
butterfly and moth discoveries and updates on projects such as the 
Small Blue reintroduction and the Garden Moth Scheme.  We will also 
let you know on how our members have contributed to recording and 
events and we have some committee hellos and goodbyes. 
 
 And finally, weôll tell you how you can get involved in 2014 to make it 
another successful year for the branch through events and with some 
sound advice from our experienced veteran members too! 
 



                  On the Spot ï March 2014               4 
 

 

Branch News 
 
G&SW Scotland Branch AGM and Members Day 2014  
Those of you who attended our Members day and Annual General 
Meeting in early February at Chatelherault Country Park will probably 
agree that it was a very successful day with some fantastic talks. 
As always, Butterfly Conservationôs Senior Conservation Officer Tom 
Prescott put on a marvellous talk updating us on the progress of the 
Chequered Skipper Surveys in the Argyll and Lochaber areas. 
Then our branchôs very own Tam Stewart gave a superb overview of the 
highlights of Lanarkshire Lepidoptera.  His inspirational talk also 
included a hit list of under-recorded areas in Lanarkshire that need some 
visits by recording volunteers.  Get your butterfly net, notebook and pen, 
and head to Lanarkshire this year!  
The raffle raised some vital branch funds and helped cover the cost of 
the excellent day, so many thanks to all who participated. 
 
This is the second year we have used Chatelherault Country Park. 
Please let us know if you were happy with this location or please feel 
free to make suggestions if you feel there may be somewhere more 
central for all branch members. 

..................................................................................................... 
And the award goes toé 
The branch was thrilled when 3 of our dedicated members recently 
received Butterfly Conservation Marsh Lepidoptera Awards! 
 

Firstly, the huge efforts of Lorna 
Blackmore and Stuart Bence 
were recognised at the Butterfly 
Conservationôs Marsh 
Lepidoptera Award Ceremony in 
November 2013, where they were 
both awarded well-deserved 
Volunteer of the Year awards. 
 
The pair of recent graduates led 
20 Stirling University Nature 
Society (SUNS) students during 

their summer holidays on a mass recording adventure.  This resulted in 
4,000 volunteer hours and the gathering of over 10,000 individual moth 
and butterfly records.  They also trekked the West Highland Way 
recording as they went and visited 200 lowland raised bog sites.   
Sadly, only 120 of them were still bogs and only 20 of those still 
supported Large Heath butterflies! 
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The second award was the prestigious Butterfly Conservation Marsh 
Lepidoptera Lifetime Achievement Award, which in 2013 went to our 
very own, Richard Sutcliffe in recognition of his many years of dedication 
to the conservation of Lepidioptera.  As reported in our last On the Spot 
(2013), special thanks were given to Richard for his many contributions 
to Butterfly Conservation and in particular his work with our Branch.   
 
Here, Richard tells us why supporting BC is so important, as well as 
enjoyable, and he gives tips to new members: 
 
What did it mean to you to win this lifetime award? 
My initial reaction was 'totally gob-smacked'!  The letter came in as we 
were about to go away for a week's holiday, and the whole week I kept 
pinching myself to check I wasn't dreaming!  I feel extremely honoured to 
have been given the Marsh Lepidoptera Award.  If you look at the list of 
those who have previously received the award, they include the very top 
people in the study and conservation of butterflies and moths in the UK. 
My initial reaction was that I didn't deserve it! 
I had always regarded all the time I had put into the work the society 
over the years as just something I enjoyed doing, but I have to say it was 
very nice to be recognised for my contribution at a national level, and to 
be able to highlight the Glasgow Branch.  However, it has to be said that 
without the support of many other Branch members, I'm sure I wouldn't 
have managed to do so much. 
 
What is it about Lepidoptera that has had you hooked for almost 30 
years?  
I first got interested in butterflies in about 1982, when Gerry Rodway 
(who was to start the Glasgow Branch three years later), led a Glasgow 
Natural History Society fieldtrip to the Ayrshire coast, and I saw my first 
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Wall Brown at Kennedy's Pass.  This was soon followed by other 
butterfly outings to Galloway and elsewhere. Gerry's enthusiasm for 
Lepidoptera was contagious! He was an excellent photographer, and as 
this was also one of my interests, it didn't take long for me to be 
concentrating on trying to photograph all the butterflies and moths I was 
discovering.  Several outings to see butterflies such as Chequered 
Skipper, Northern Brown Argus etc (along with Gerry, Norman Tait, Jim 
Black and others) rapidly had me hooked!  I then became interested in 
where they all occurred within Scotland, and how their numbers and 
distributions were changing - in some cases quite rapidly in comparison 
to other parts of the country. 
 
What has been the highlight of working with BC? 
Apart from the opportunities to see some wonderful insects in their 
natural habitats, it has to be working with such a great group of 
enthusiastic and dedicated people over the years.  When I received the 
award in Swindon, I met up with several people I had not seen for many 
years, some of whom I first met through attending Branch Liaison 
meetings down in London and Coventry in the late 1980s and early 
1990s.  At that point I was the only person representing the Society from 
Scotland.  It is because of BC that I got the opportunity to meet them. 
I've also had the privilege of meeting and making friends with many 
Glasgow Branch members since 1985. 
 
What would be your advice to new members interested in 
increasing their knowledge or wanting to get more involved? 
Don't worry that you don't know much about butterflies or moths.  I knew 
very little when I started, but I've had an extremely enjoyable time 
discovering for myself all about these incredible insects.  Even complete 
beginners can add to the overall knowledge about them, whether it be 
just recording new areas where they occur, or making observations 
about their behaviour or food plants. There are also so many more good 
books available now.  Up until recently, I tended to ignore most micro 
moths in my moth trap, but since the new field guide came out a couple 
of years ago, I have started to get really interested in them, and had two 
new vice county records from my garden last year.  It's always good to 
see the dot on a distribution map and know it's yours! 
 
What has been your personal moth/ butterfly highlight? 
Butterfly-wise, probably discovering the Green Hairsteak at 
Commonhead Moss in Glasgow.  It's one of my favourite butterflies, and 
I was not really expecting to see it when one flew across the transect I 
was walking at Commonhead. It really made my day!  The Dark Green 
Fritillary on the Buddleia bush in my Bearsden garden last summer was 
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pretty good too! 
As for moths, probably the Blair's Shoulder Knots which I found in my 
moth trap while on holiday at Kippford in 2006 and again at Sandyhills in 
2008 - some of the first sightings for Scotland. 
And of course there was the one I missed.  I did a butterfly identification 
course at Culzean Country Park in the 1990s.  The next day a 
Camberwell Beauty turned up there! 
 
Where is your favourite Lepidoptera haven? 
I have a few favourite ones - Mugdock Country Park, just a few miles 
from my home in Bearsden; Glasdrum NNR in Argyll; Colvend in 
Kirkcudbrightshire. It doesn't really matter - if there are butterflies and 
moths flying and I'm there - I'm usually happy! 

..................................................................................................... 
How you can get involved in recording  
There are many ways to get involved in recording butterflies and moths. 
Whether itôs in your garden or on your holidays or even trying a full 26 
week transect then read on... 

The BBC is back! 
This year the national campaign will be running 
from 19 July to 1st August 2014.  Simply count 
butterflies for 15 minutes during bright 
(preferably sunny) weather during these dates.  
Records are welcome from anywhere: from 
parks, school grounds and gardens, to fields 
and forests. For more information on submitting 
records please go to: www.bigbutterflycount.org/ 

..................................................................................................... 
Scottish Speckled Wood Survey 

 
Butterfly Conservation Scotlandôs Specked 
Wood postcard survey which was launched 
last year will carry on in 2014. 
 
Excitingly, there were a number of sightings  
at both old and new sites in South West 
Scotland during 2013.  
As expected, the butterflyôs strongholds of 
Argyll didnôt fail to produce lots of records- 
particularly around Glasdrum Wood on Loch 
Creran.  
 

There were also Speckled Wood sightings in Ayrshire and Dumfries & 
Galloway.  The Ayrshire Speckled Wood sightings included butterflies 

Speckled Wood © Scott Shanks 
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seen at Thirdpart in West Kilbride and Noddsdale, North of Largs and 
repeat sightings at Culzean Country Park.  There were also good 
numbers of records from around Kirkcudbright, Rascarrel Bay, and 
Terregles in Dumfries & Galloway. 
 
We are hoping 2014 is going to be even more successful with new sites 
being found. To follow the progress or report a sighting check, out BCôs 
Scottish Speckled Wood survey webpage at  http://butterfly-
conservation.org/2199/speckled-wood-survey.html 

.................................................................................................... 
Focus on the Lepidoptera of Argyll 
Every OTS issue we will focus on a different area within our varied 
branch.   In this edition Andrew Masterman, the Vice County Moth 
recorder for Argyll gives us a sneak-peak into this amazing but very 
under-recorded area. 
 
Argyll is a part of Scotland which is relatively unspoilt, with less intensive 
agriculture and this partly accounts for the presence of one of Argyllôs 
most iconic butterfly, the Marsh Fritillary.  Despite the larval foodplant, 
Devilôs-Bit Scabious, being found throughout Scotland, the Marsh 
Fritillary is confined to Argyll and some of the western isles.  The high 
rainfall, low-intensity agriculture  and presence of unimproved 
grasslands in these areas probably accounts for this limited distribution.  
Marsh Fritillary colonies tend to be found in low-lying, flat areas within 10 
miles of the coast, and there are likely to be many new colonies waiting 
to be discovered in more remote areas.  

 
The Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk Moth (NBBHM) is another UK BAP 
Priority Species and Argyll speciality.  It shares the same larval 
foodplant, habitat and flight period as the Marsh Fritillary.  The common 
grazings at Taynuilt (NM9830) is a good place to see this bumblebee-
mimicing day-flying moth.  Combining searches for Marsh Fritillary and 
NBBHM in new areas, new colonies of both these species may be 
discovered.  
 
Argyll is also famous for Chequered Skipper, which is found in northern 
Argyll around Lochs Etive and Creran, where it frequents low-lying damp 
woodland edges, glades and wayleaves where the larval foodplant, 
Purple Moor Grass is abundant and stays green long into the autumn 
due to the mild maritime climate.  Glasdrum Wood Nature Reserve is the 
most famous Chequered Skipper site, with colonies as high as 300m up 
the south-facing hillside.  The Chequered Skipper survey in 2012 
discovered 13 new 1km squares in Argyll including the most southerly 
colony on the edge of Glen Nant Nature Reserve near Taynuilt.  A 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/2199/speckled-wood-survey.html
http://butterfly-conservation.org/2199/speckled-wood-survey.html
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similar survey in 2013 discovered another 16 new 1km squares including 
more in the Taynuilt area.  Further searches just west or south of 
Taynuilt could potentially yield new 1km squares. 
 
There are a number of colonies of Pearl-bordered Fritillary in Argyll, 
three of which are good examples of extensive south-facing hillsides 
with open birch/oak woodland: Glasdrum Wood NNR; Ardchattan on 
north side of Loch Etive; and Coille Leitire, above Cruachan Power 
Station, Loch Awe.  Most other colonies appear to be habitat fragments 
under power-lines where conifer plantatations have destroyed more 
extensive habitat areas.  
 
The Mountain Ringlet occurs at altitudes of 400-900m on mountains 
with abundant herb-rich Nardus grassland. The edges of streams, damp 
shelves and corries are favoured areas for this species.  Recent surveys 
have shown that colonies can occur on north-facing slopes, and not just 
on south-facing aspects as previously thought. There are undoubtedly 
many new colonies to be found on Ben Cruachan and neighbouring 
mountains, as well as in the Glencoe/ Glen Etive areas.  

 
Transparent Burnet on Dandelion in 2012 and Transparent Burnet distribution map. 

 
The Transparent Burnet is designated as a Nationally Scarce A (Na) 
species. On the mainland it is confined to a dozen sites near Oban, plus 
another near the tip of the Mull of Kintyre. The favoured habitat for this 
species is steep south/south-west facing coastal cliffs or hillsides with 
rocky outcrops with abundant Wild Thyme.  Moderate grazing is often 
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required to keep Heather and Bracken in check at these sites, and to 
provide some bare ground for Wild Thyme to colonise and to provide a 
warm microclimate for the egg and larval stages. These mainland sites 
are very small (most less than 0.1 ha) and are vulnerable to over- or 
under-grazing. The fact that two new sites were found in 2012 suggests 
there may be other new sites yet to be discovered in the Oban area. 
 
The Forester moth in Scotland is mostly confined to Argyll, with a few 
colonies in Dumfries & Galloway adn the Scottish Borders. The ecology 
of Forester is poorly understood and in Argyll is almost certainly 
somewhat different to that of Forester colonies in England.  The larval 
foodplant, Common Sorrel (Sheeps Sorrel may also be used) is 
widespread and is characteristic of damp areas.  It is thought that the 
widespread ploughing up of un-improved grasslands over the last 50 
years accounts for the decline of this species at the UK level and this will 
explain why it still occurs in Argyll.  The Forester is a target species for 
surveys in 2014 and information on how you can get involved can be 
found on the Branch website. 

 
Forester Distribution Map. Forester on bracken © Andrew Masterman 

 
Some moths have been moving north in Scotland in recent years owing 
to climate warming and Argyll has gained a number of new species 
additions including Slender Brindle in 2012 and Pale Pinion in 2011.  
Alder Moth can be found at Taynish Nature Reserve,but has not been 
recorded further north yet.  Although there was a record of Red-necked 
Footman back in 1971, 19 of the 22 records Argyll records for this 
species are post-2000, mirroring the range expansion seen in other 
parts of Scotland.  
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The most under-recorded areas of Argyll for butterflies are the Cowal 
and the central part of Kintyre. So if you have never explored these 
areas, you can combine investigating a new part of Scotland and getting 
valuable butterfly & moth records from an under-recorded area. 
 
For anyone keen to record moths in remote areas, the map below shows 
Macro-species totals for each 10km square in VC98 (Argyll Main).  The 
aim is to have all 53 10km squares with a minimum of 100 species and 
currently this is true for over half (27) of the squares.  However,  
23 squares have under 100 species recorded, with 10 of these being in 
the Cowal, which is under-recorded for both butterflies and moths! 
There are two under-recorded squares in Glen Etive (NN14 & NN25) 
which is a popular tourist destination , with a number of good wild-
camping sites along the road, so any help in getting these two squares 
over the minimum of 100 species would be welcome! 

  
The next atlas update for Macro-moths is due to be published in 2018 
with data collected up to 2016, so there are still 3 years of data recording 
remaining. So please bring your moth traps to Argyll! 
 

Andrew Masterman, VC98 Moth Recorder. 
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Summary of Butterfly Records for 2013 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During 2013 an amazing 14,535 butterfly records (representing 53,325 
individual butterflies) were sent in from all over the Glasgow & SW 
Scotland branch area (see map).  
This is significantly up (31% increase) on 2012 and highlights the 
growing popularity of butterfly and moth recording.   
 
Over 1,600 of those records were sent in as part of the Big Butterfly 
Count, which is really fantastic!   
  
A further 4,800 historic records were also received (mostly from 2011 & 
2012, and the oldest was from 1905!  
 
2013 began with a long winter and cold spring with late snowfalls.  When 
summer finally arrived it was a good one, and just in the nick of time! 
The recent run of poor summers has had a noticeable effect leading 
some apparent local losses.  Hopefully the warm, calm days during 
June, July and August enabled many species to breed and disperse to 
recolonise sites theyôve been lost from during recent poor summers.  
The cold spring had a distinct effect on the emergence of many of our 
spring butterflies, with a few species recorded 1 to 3 weeks earlier than 
usual. Green-veined Whites were recorded 4 weeks earlier than in 2012, 



                  On the Spot ï March 2014               13 
 

 

and Orange-tips almost 5 weeks later than in 2012!  The sunshine and 
warmth of June and July appeared to reverse the trend with some later 
summer species such as Scotch Argus, and Purple Hairstreak flying 
actually emerging earlier than in 2012!  
 
Summary of SW Scotland Butterfly Records during 2013 (updated 28/02/2014). 

 
Species 

Number seen 
2013  (2012)  (2011)   

Earliest /latest 
Sighting 2013 

New 10km 
squares 
2013  

Chequered Skipper 245   (249)  (95) 26th May / 14th June 0 

Small Skipper 11     (4)  (15) 20th July / 20th July 0 

Essex Skipper 136   (12)  (69) 16rd July / 8th Aug 0 

Large Skipper 37   (19)  (59) 26th June / 4th Aug 0 

Dingy Skipper 299  (43)  (216) 25th May / 4th June 1 

Clouded Yellow 0     (1)    (4) /  0 

Brimstone 0     (0)    (0) / 0  

Large White 934  (451)  (488) 18th April / 9th Oct 3 

Small White 2,341  (916)  (891) 15th April / 29th Oct 1 

Green-veined White 11,285 (7,924)  (6,504) 20th April / 8th Sept 0 

Orange-tip 1,178  (1,316)  (3,362) 24th April / 9th July 4 

Green Hairstreak 310   (272)  (593) 11th April/ 17th June 0 

Purple Hairstreak 163   (70)    (268) 3rd July / 26th Aug 2 

Small Copper 687  (291)  (539) 1st June/ 29th Sept 0 

Common Blue 2,302  (1,493) (2,367) 6th June / 17th Sept 1 

Holly Blue 10    (22)   (41) 29th April / 31st July 0 

Small Blue 30    (0)   (0) 10th June/ 21st June (1*) 

Northern Brown Argus 93  (56)  (55) 1st July / 20th July 0 

Red Admiral 725 (243)  (949) 10th Jan / 12th Nov 0 

Painted Lady 154  (53)   (44) 4th April / 28th Aug 0 

Small Tortoiseshell 4,519  (3,564)   (2,559) 5th Jan / 14th Nov 0 

Peacock 3,210  (2,346)  (3,503) 12th Jan/ 24th Oct 0 

Camberwell Beauty 0    (0)    (0) / 0 

Comma 59  (34)  (78) 19th April/ 9th Sept 3 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary 266  (286)  (2,226) 25th May / 5th July 0 

Small Pearl-bordered 
Fritillary 

654  (537)  (1,979) 29th May / 24th Aug 5 

Dark Green Fritillary 622  (410)  (772) 16th June / 27st Aug 4 

Marsh Fritillary 932  (279)  (314) 5nd June / 16th July 1 

Speckled Wood 469  (392)  (590) 13th May/ 8th Sept 5 

Wall 232  (239)  (482) 30th May/ 22nd Sept 0 

Grayling 409  (325)  (319) 17th June / 22nd Aug 2 

Mountain Ringlet 163     (43)    (1,216) 25th June / 5th Aug 1 

Scotch Argus 2,449  (3,839)  (4,242) 3rd July / 8th Sept 1 

Ringlet 6,926  (5,118)  (9,603) 20th May / 25th Aug 10 

Meadow Brown 4,487  (4,085)  (4,408) 22nd June / 5th Sept 1 

Large Heath 2,384    (99)    (207) 10th June / 9th Aug 0 

Small Heath 2,953  (2,451)  (3,496) 28th May / 26th Aug 1 

14,535 records (of 53,325 individual butterflies) received during 2013. Records 
for 2012 and 2011 include those received during 2013.  
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The butterfly records sent in by branch members are passed onto the 
national Butterflies for the New Millennium (BNM) scheme organised 
by Butterfly Conservation. 
2014 will complete the current 5-year recording period (2010-2014) of 
the BNM recording scheme, which is used by Butterfly Conservation to 
monitor changes in butterfly distribution.   
In order to get an accurate picture of butterfly distribution in SW 
Scotland, it would be fantastic to get as many butterfly records as 
possible from under-recorded areas during 2014.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are many under-recorded in the branch (see map above) 
including the islands of Jura and Islay, the Cowal peninsula, the North of 
Kintyre, lots of areas in Argyll and South Lanarkshire.  Please get in 
touch if youôre interested recording in these areas and we can supply 
more information. Under-recorded 10km grid squares include:  
 NR58 & NR59 (on Jura), NR69, NR37, NR56, NS82, NT05, NT10, 
NT20, NN13, NN35, NN61, NN62, NX36, NY28, NY39, NY48 and 
NY49.  Can you help fill the gaps? 
 
Many thanks to everyone that sent in their records this year!  Butterfly 
Conservation is blessed with the largest collection of invertebrate 



                  On the Spot ï March 2014               15 
 

 

records in the world, and thatôs all down to our wonderful members and 
volunteers who take part in our surveys and send in records. Recording 
really is the heart of conservation. Without knowing what is out there, we 
canôt take the next steps in protecting important sites. 
 
Thereôs lots of ways to get involved in recording. Just check out our 
branch website to see how you can contribute to conservation. 
 
Scott Shanks, Butterfly Record Coordinator 

..................................................................................................... 

Branch Butterfly Flutterings 
Grateful thanks are due to all butterfly and moth recorders, both 
residents and visitors, for taking the trouble to send in your butterfly and 
moth sightings for 2013.  It all makes for interesting reading!   In 
addition, we would like to thank volunteers for their help with habitat 
management projects.  
Here, some of the local recorders and project leads have given a brief 
overview of their 2013 news. 
 

Fritillaries do well in the west!   
2013 saw a good year and some unusual sightings for our Fritillary 
populations in the Mid Ebudes (Mull, Coll and Tiree) and in 
Argyll.  Marsh Fritillary in particular seemed to have a better year than in 
2012 in Mid Ebudes with much better numbers of adults, larvae and 
webs recorded and a new breeding site having also been discovered.     
 
It was also excellent news that the Green Fritillary was seen again on  
Coll after the first ever record of that species on  the island in 2012. 
Significant contributions were again made in 2013 to the lepidoptera 
records for both Coll and Tiree.  This was largely as a result of recording 
by the RSPB wardens there, 
John Bowler and Ben Jones 
respectively.   
  
In addition, butterfly recorder, 
Scott Shanks, reported one 
of his summer highlights was 
seeing this unusual white 
aberration Marsh Fritillary 
near Taynuilt in June.  It  
was seen flying with other 
Marsh and Small  
Pearl-Bordered fritillaries. 
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Skipper Surprises in Ayrshire  
Besides Small Blue introduction 
in Ayrshire the other major 
event was the discovery of a 
substantial colony of Dingy 
Skipper at Barony A Frame, a 
disused colliery site (NS5221).  
Mike Howes, an Ayrshire birder 
was first to witness this and 
after putting his discovery on the 
branch website's discussion 
forum, everyone and their dog 
toddled along.  Thus by 1st 
June, 17 were seen, despite the 

temperature being only 12�ÛC.  
Due to this, the overall of Dingy Skipper numbers this year were 77 
which included Dingy Skippers seen at Whitehill (NS5218) and Littlemill, 
(NS4414), both also disused collieries. 
In addition to these fabulous specimens, a single Large Skipper was 
also seen at Carrick Hills (NS 2513). However, the area is still waiting for 
their first Small Skipper to arrive from Dumfriesshire. 
 
Information and photograph of Dingy Skipper © Jim Black, Ayrshire 
(VC75)  Butterfly recorder  

..................................................................................................... 
Habitat management on Langlands Moss helps Butterflies 
 
Langlands Moss Local Nature Reserve (NS634515) is situated on the 
south side of East Kilbride.  It was the first designated Local Nature 
Reserve in South Lanarkshire which was formally established in 1996.  
 
2013 saw changing trends in the different species due to two main 
reasons: the weather and habitat management of the moss.  
 
Weather: As we know it was a very long and cold start to 2013, so by 
the beginning of May only six individual butterflies had been recorded at 
the Moss.  It took until the 21st of May before any Orange tips made an 
appearance. By the end of Spring, there were only five species on the 
wing compared to sightings of eight species in Spring 2012.   
 
Later in the year numbers had caught up, due to the warmer weather 
arriving from June onward giving a total of 111 butterflies compared to 
93 by the same time the previous year.   
 


